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’Bay 0f Pigs Fliers’ Widows}
Get Untraceable Checks

——

Birmingham, Ala.,, March 3 i»
Every two weeks each ol 1ihd
widows of the four Birminghan
airmen lost in the 1961 Bay o
Pigs invasion of Cuba receives

Trust Company of New York.
There is no message in thq
lenvelope, But there is a checl
'in it {or $225. '
" The women do not know wh
‘is paying the money, They havd
been told they will continue 1t
‘receive the checks unless the
‘temarry. ]
First one bank official and ther
another signs the checks. Therq)
is no indication as to the indentity
of the account against which th
checks are drawn.
. Florida Corporation
At first the checks were drawi
on the Double Check Corporatio
of Florida. The women know noth

only ~‘contact with it has bee
lhrough a Miami Springs (Fla.
attorney. In the summer of 196]

ilost in the Cuban invasion?

their disappearance and presumet
death indicates they were soldie
of fortune who bhad joined th)
‘anti-Castro forces for the invd
sion of Cuba for the money the
‘could earn.
' Their wives, however, say thi
lcould not be true and offer sey
ccral reasons not lo believe th
story given the pubhc They feq
atmngly that there is a lol mot
'to the story of the recruitment
of their husbands and their mif
sion than has been made publig
Many -people here believe th
were working for the Central I
telligknce Agency.
The story of the four men wis
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1" in Birmingham Navember 17,

ternational
maker of missile components,
and a major in the Alabama
Alr Natienal Guard, He had
more than 10,000 hours of flying

Corporation, " &

time

ham March 1, 1928, He had
been a radio and electronics
technician at Hayes but was
uncmployed at the .lime he was
hired.

‘Thomas  Willard Tay, born in

Birmingham March 15, 1831, He
was just returning from mili-
tary duty at the time lic left
on the special mission, but hadj ¢
worked at Hayes.

an envelope from the Bankerd|Lee F. Baker, born in Boston in

1926. He operated a pizza es-
tablishment and had worked
{or Haves. His widow now lives
ir the Los Angeles area.

The widows have received death

certificates staing that their hus-
bands died by accidental drown-
ing. Shamburger’s mother&clused

believe her son is dead and has
en’ in contact indirectly with

Swiss authorities in hope they can
find out something for her in
Cuba. The Swiss Gavernment han-

les affairs for this country in

Cuba.

Destination Secret
The four men were recruited in

January, 1961, They left here

about Double Check. Theilfearly in February of that vear.
ing " “ el The women did not know where

their husbands were going.
Sha'nburger’'s widow said he

the checks were changed anflftold her he was going to instruct
were issued by Bankers Trus{lsome mea in flying the B-26

Who were the men who wer homber. Mrs. Grays hu«band toid
her he was goinz to test Dy planes

The story given to their wivef|in Tevus. Ray told his wife he
and the public at the time ffwas guing to a combined officers’
training school. All said their

work was secret.

The women wrote their hus-
bands through a Chicago address:
Juseph Greenland, 1.0. Box 7924,
M.un Post Office. Their husbands

lelters came {rom that address.

Late in April, 1961, they were
informed their hushands had died
April 19, the daie of the Bay of
|Pigs invasion,

#lex B. Carlson came here from
Miami € prings on behall of Double
Check to tell the women of thewr
hushapis™  disappearance.  He

lurged t!-m to cay ‘nothing about

it, asserting that there was & pos-
sibility they were alive.

proved For Release :

. 1924, A World War JI pilet, he
"was a test pilot for ‘Hayes In-}'

No Hope 1s Held |

Later Carlson and a Birming-;
ham attorney, Thomas F. McDo
ell, told them that there was
hope and that the story was to
given to the newspaper.

Carlson told newsmen in May,
1991 that the men were operati

atC-46 curgo planc. He said
did not know the nature of
feargo nor its destination.

The crew was opcrating und
orders nnt to break radio silenc
except in case of extreme emef-
gency. A voice was heard ov
the radio that one of the engin
had faile! and the plane was log-
[mg altitude rapidly. That, Car .
said, was the last contact with
plane and its crew.

The attorney said a check of
area where the alrcraft:was
lieved to have gone down turn
up wreckage.

He said Double Check had go}-
ten in touch with the four men
benalf of an organization that
quested that its identity rema
confidential.

" Carlson said that Double Ch

cruited by it were the four locdl

ones. He gave no other informa-:’

tion about Double Check.
*Calculated Risk’ Noted

‘|nice nest egg.™

“These men knew what th
were getting inlo,"” Carlson sa
in 1961. “’It was a calculated risk.
If they came back they had

The families of the men resegt:
this statement very much.

“My husbhand waz no soldier of
fortune or adventurer,” said Mr.
Ray. “He would talk to me abogt
his fear that our two childr
would have to grow up undqr
communism.

“I've heard it has been to
around town we all got $150,
and are getting $1.000 a mon
There's no truth in it. My husb.
didn't pet any hanus and he wds
just getting a shlary. Sure it wds
more than he was making. Byt
he's gone and a few yéars {ro

could be described as a “*broker <
and that the only four men rg-: - .
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